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LANCE GRAVES PRO CLASSIC

f barrel racer LaTricia Duke intends to quit

while she’s at the top of her barrel racing

game, she needs to do it now. Dollar-wise,

it gets no better in the sport than winning
$133,318 at a single four-day event. Before she
hangs up her spurs, she needs to get two small
Chamber of Commerce groups from Anson,
Texas, where she lives, and Kinder, La., where
she won her big-time bucks, to fork over some
bonus money for putting their tiny cities on
the map.

COUSHATTA

CASINO RESORT

LaTricia Duke was the best barrel racing bet at the
third annual Lance Graves Pro Classic held Feh. 19-22

at the Coushatta Casino Resort in Kinder, La.
article and photographs by Kenneth Springer
Duke’s phénomenal windfall came at the  of the Coushatta Casino Resort in Kinder, Le

third annual Lance Graves Pro Classic held  Throughout the four days of competition, Duk
Feb. 19-22 at the indoor facility on the grounds ~ had the Midas touch. Everything she touche:




turned into a paycheck. Even though 82 per-
cent of her winnings ($110,262) came from
the 50-horse Invitational Futurity Slot Race,
she still would have left with a chunk of cash
totaling $13,912 from the Barrel Futurities of
America approved Futurity and the National
Barrel Horse Association 4D Open Super
Show had there been no slot race.

Despite what some experts have described
as the worst economic conditions since the
Great Depression, the third annual Lance
Graves Pro Classic lived up to its name in
every sense of the word. Entries were the high-
est ever, there was not a single stall left unused,
every camper hookup was taken and the total
payoff reached a record $316,793.

“We couldn’t be happier,” said show manag-
er and promoter Ryan Dohrn, of Beech Island,
S.C. “In this economy, we never expected such
a great turn out. Not only was it successful in
that respect, but it was tough competition.

“As Lance and I saw more and more futu-
rities going away, we became concerned and
wanted to have a great futurity event that
offered more than just around the clock bar-
rel racing” he said. “That’s why we came
to Kinder, with their resort type environ-
ment, where people would not only have a
great opportunity to run their horses for good
money, but have a great time as well.”

Belle of the Ball

Nothing short of a Microsoft Excel spread-
sheet can show the phenomenal accomplish-
ment of small-town, west Texas barrel racer
LaTricia Duke, who toured the cloverleaf
course 14 times on five horses over a short
four-day period to win $133,318. Here’s how
she did it—Running Ricochet Bar, $110,262;
Heza Bug Leo, $19,298; Letta Lash Do It,
$2,250; Famous Aunt Wandy, $887 and Casino
Bambino, $618.

The consistency of Duke and her horses was
further showcased by two of her horses placing
in every payoff. Both Running Ricochet Bar,
owned by Thomas Souza, and Heza Bug Leo,
owned by Arbie and Betty Miller, cashed checks
in both rounds of the Invitational Slot Race,
placed in both go rounds of the BFA Futurity,
finished first and second in the average, and won
one division of the NBHA Super Show.

Star of the Show

Thanks to the live web cast provided by
barrelhorses.com, Thomas Souza, of Sao Paulo,
Brazil, was able to watch his 4-year-old bay
gelding, Running Ricochet Bar, win the head-

LaTricia Duke and Runnin Ricochet Bar cleaned house at the 3'9 Annual Lance Graves Pro Classic,
winning the Invitational Slot Race, the BFA Futurity and the second go of the NBHA Super Show for

checks totaling $110,262.

line Lance Graves Invitational Slot Race and a
$100,000 paycheck.

The heart stopping event featured Duke
jockeying his gelding to a time of 14.397 to
edge ahead of two 14.444’s posted by Jolene
Stewart on Return Of The Bully and Kelly
Yates on Go Figure Fiesta. Their slice of the
pie came to $22,500 each. Duke came back
for another serving of cash earning $15,000 for

Beth Ogle, of Kinta,
Okla., clocked the
second fastest
time of the entire
Lance Gaves Pro
Classic on this run
of 14.295 aboard
Stoli With A Twist
in the Invitational
Slot Race qualify-
ing round. The time
earned her $5,000
and advanced her
to the Slot Race
Short Go.

fourth aboard Heza Bug Leo. Talmadge Green
partnered with Bogie Webb’s BA Famous
Zena to clock a 14.517 for a fifth place $10,000
return on his $5,000 entry fee.

Souza saw his bay gelding fire off four con-
sistent runs throughout the competition that
no other horse was able to match. A 14.373 in
the qualifying round of the Slot Race, worth
third place and $3,400, started it all off on







